BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
ingly read, if they can have any thing else to amuse them.
There must be an external impulse; emulation, or vanity, or
avarice. The progress which the understanding makes
through a book, has more pain than pleasure in it. Language
is scanty, and inadequate to express the nice gradations and
mixtures of our feelings. No man reads a book of science
from pure inclination. The books that we do read with
pleasure are light compositions, which contain a quick suc-
cession of events. However, I have this year read all Virgil
through. I read a book of the Mneid every night, so it was
done in twelve nights, and I had great delight in it. The
Georgicks did not give me so much pleasure, except the
fourth book. The Eclogues I have almost all by heart. I do
not think the story of the Mneid interesting. I like the story
of the Odyssey much better; and this is not on account of the
wonderful things which it contains. The story of the Odyssey
is interesting, as a great part of it is domestick. It has been
said, there is pleasure in writing, particularly in writing
verses. I allow you may have pleasure from writing, after it
is over, if you have written well; but you don't go willingly to
it again. I know when I have been writing verses, I have run
my finger down the margin, to see how many I had made,
and how few I had to make.5
He seemed to be in a very placid humour, and although I
have no note of the particulars of young Mr Burke's con-
versation, it is but justice to mention in general, that it was
such that Dr Johnson said to me afterwards, cHe did very
well indeed; I have a mind to tell his father.9
I have no minute of any interview with Johnson till Thurs-
day, May 15, when I find what follows: - Bo SWELL. CI
wish much to be in Parliament, Sir.5 JOHNSON. cWhy, Sir,
unless you come resolved to support any administration, you
would be the worse for being in Parliament, because you
would be obliged to' live more expensively,' BOSWELL.
Terhaps, Sir, I should be the less happy for being in Parlia-
ment. I never would sell my vote, and I should be vexed if
things went wrong.5 JOHNSON. That's cant, Sir. It would
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